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duties of a Sixteenth-Century ambassador, to hang about
doors of palaces, to chronicle performances of natural
functions, to bribe royal flunkeys and report their gossip
in state-dispatches.
On the fourteenth of August, the same Orator wrote
that the Pope had been phlebotomized,—"some speak of
fourteen, some of sixteen ounces: perhaps it will be true
to say ten; and that is an enormous quantity for a man
of seventy-three years, which is the age of His Blessed-
ness.1J
(The Lord Alexander P.P. VI was born in 1431; and
was of the age of seventy-two years in 1503.)
"Still the fever does not abate. The Pope has it yet;
though less violently than yesterday. To-day the Duke is
worse."
The same day, the fourteenth of August, Don Beltrando
Costabili, the Orator of Duke Ercole of Ferrara, wrote at
some length, no doubt because Madonna Lucrezia Borgia
the consort of Ferrara's heir, would expect detailed in-
formation when the health of her august and affectionate
Father was concerned. He said:
"Yesterday morning, I was informed on good authority that His
Holiness has commanded the attendance of the Bishop of Venosa
who was sick at home, and of another physician of the City; and
that these-are not allowed to leave him. I was informed that the
Pope had vomitings and fever yesterday; and that they have re-
lieved him of nine ounces of blood. During the day, His Holiness
caused some cardinals to play at cards before Him while He rested.
I was informed also that last night He slept fairly well. But to-day
between the eighteenth and nineteenth hour, (2-3 p.m.) there was
a crisis like that of Saturday, qf a kind which makes His courtiers
uneasy; and every one is unwilling to speak of His condition. I-
have sought by all means to obtain information: but the more I
seek, the less I learn; for the physicians, the chirurgeons, and the
apothecaries are not allowed to quit the Presence: from which I
conclude that the malady is grave. The Duke of the Romagna also,
is very sick with fever, vomitings, and disorder of the stomach. It
is not astonishing that His Holiness, and His Excellency should be
ill; for all the courtiers, especially those who are in the palace, are
in the same state> by reason of the wmholcsome conditions of the
airt which, there, they breathe."

